
\%\ United States Rvtent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Unitod StQton Patent and Trademark OfTiee 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



08/879,139 



06/19/1997 



CARL R. MERRIL 



P8026-7004 



9154 



7590 



04/25/2002 



ARENT FOX KINTNER PLOTKIN & KAHN PLLC 
1050 CONNECTICUT AA VENUE, N.W. 
SUITE 400 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036-5339 



EXAMINER 



WORTMAN, DONNA C 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1648 

DATE MAILED: 04/25/2002 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



APR 2 5 2002 



Paper No. 18 



In re Application of 
Merril et al 

Serial Number : 08/879,139 
Filing Date : June 19, 1997 
Attorney's Docket No: 108026-07004 



This is in response to applicant's inquiry regarding the status of the application. The 
decision dated December 17, 2001 granting the petition filed on October 17, 2001 and the 
Office action dated October 2, 1998 are being re-mailed herewith. 

The application has been returned to pending status. The time period for response to the 
Office action dated October 2, 1998 is set to expire Three months from the date of this 
letter. Any inconvenience is regretted. 
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